Pre-AP Photography 

Mrs. Bohenick

Rbohenic@houstonisd.org
janedoe@alumni.rice.edu 


Course Outline


In photography, you will learn about the artistic, technical, and critical components of photography. This course will encourage you to explore expressive composition as well as introducing you to the complexities of lighting and of editing your photos using a photo editor software. You will learn 

This class will also be conducted as a forum for discussion about photography, both your own and that of “the masters.” You will learn the history of photography and about its future as the digital world opens up. Many class periods will also be spent in critique, during which you are expected to be courteous and constructive in your comments on the work of your classmates. 

Goals for Photography:

Understand the basic general use of any basic digital camera.

Utilize all tools of a specific digital camera to further creative expression. 

Apply “rules” of composition to create successful original photographs.

Identify and analyze the principles and elements of design as used in photography.

Understand the basic general use of any basic editing software and specifically GIMP.
Utilize all tools of a specific editing program to alter digital media files
Use specialized techniques to creatively alter digital media files. 

Synthesize research on particular photographers to present as a unified lecture. 

Analyze and criticize different forms of photography from peers and “masters”.

Master tools supplied by PowerPoint to present information.
Demonstrate understanding of some applications of light as a subject and resource for photographs. 

Supplies
(1) PowerUp laptop with OneNote and GIMP installed
(1) Digital camera, separate from a phone camera. I recommend either a Canon PowerShot or similar. I do have a few to loan out, but not enough for the whole class. **During Virtual Learning, we will make use of cell phone cameras as needed***
(1) Dedicated memory card

(1) Dedicated flash drive for back ups
If possible, students should provide their own camera. While the school has some cameras for class use, students will not be guaranteed one camera for year-long personal use unless that student provides his/her own. The cameras we have are Canon Powershot SX260 HS. This or a similar camera is sufficient. Students who want a more professional camera may look into D-SLR options or cameras similar to the Canon EOS Rebel T3. The only digital cameras that will not work are cell phone cameras. While these cameras are capable of producing high resolution images and we will occasionally use them for quick assignments, they do not allow the range of manipulation required for class.
Grading
Design Elements



30% 

1 project/ 2-3 practice assignments
Editing/Camera Skills


30%

1 project/ 2-3 practice assignments
Critique Skills



15%

1 participation/ 1 content/ 1 practice
Artistic Context



10%

1 mini-lesson
Artistic Process



15%

Project or presentation check points/ other
Syllabus

This will be primarily a project-based class, and you will not have many grades per cycle. Be aware of this and do not skip assignments! This is rough outline of our units. It is subject to change.
Cycle 1: Using the camera, elements of design, and the history of photography; describe photographs clearly for critique
Cycle 2: Applying elements of design, careers in photography, analyze photographs for critique

Cycle 3: Principles of design, documentary photography

Cycle 4: Portrait photography, using light kit, style analysis; interpret meaning in photographs

Cycle 5: Commercial/consumer photography, photography in design

Cycle 6: Displaying photographs; curating and judging photographs
Most units will ask you to find your own focus within a given task. There is a lot of self-paced time and it is important to schedule that time so that work will be complete on the critique dates. 

I will give a daily challenge most days. The daily challenge is OPTIONAL, but you must complete at least 4 for a grade. Any completed beyond that total will go towards earning extra credit points. When students are note working on the daily challenge, they are expected to be working o a given task or project. 
Note that practice assignments and check points will use a .5 multiplier, so they will not be worth as many overall points as projects and presentations. These represent the minimum number of grades in each category, NOT a maximum. 








